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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengevaluasi dampak kausal Kawasan 

Ekonomi Khusus (KEK) Gresik terhadap Tingkat Pengangguran Terbuka (TPT) 

dan pertumbuhan ekonomi di Kabupaten Gresik. Latar belakang penelitian 

didasarkan pada adanya paradoks antara tingginya penyerapan tenaga kerja dan 

investasi di KEK Gresik dengan kondisi TPT Kabupaten Gresik yang masih relatif 

tinggi dibandingkan kabupaten lain di Jawa Timur. Penelitian menggunakan 

pendekatan kuantitatif dengan desain quasi experiment melalui metode Difference 

in Differences (DiD). Kabupaten Gresik ditetapkan sebagai kelompok perlakuan, 

sedangkan Kabupaten Sidoarjo dan Lamongan sebagai kelompok kontrol. Data 

yang digunakan berupa data panel tahun 2015–2025 yang bersumber dari Badan 

Pusat Statistik (BPS), dengan variabel kontrol meliputi jumlah penduduk, rata-rata 

lama sekolah, pertumbuhan ekonomi, dan jumlah industri. Hasil penelitian 

menunjukkan bahwa implementasi KEK Gresik memberikan dampak kausal 

berupa penurunan TPT sebesar 0,705 poin persentase dibandingkan wilayah kontrol 

dan signifikan secara statistik. Sementara itu, KEK Gresik belum menunjukkan 

pengaruh signifikan terhadap pertumbuhan ekonomi dibandingkan wilayah kontrol. 

Temuan ini mengindikasikan bahwa KEK Gresik relatif efektif dalam mendorong 

penyerapan tenaga kerja, namun dampak terhadap pertumbuhan ekonomi regional 

belum optimal. 

Kata Kunci: Kawasan Ekonomi Khusus, Difference in Differences, Tingkat 

Pengangguran Terbuka, Pertumbuhan Ekonomi 
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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to evaluate the causal impact of the Gresik Special 

Economic Zone (SEZ) on the unemployment rate and economic growth in Gresik 

Regency. The study is motivated by the paradox between the high level of labor 

absorption and investment within the Gresik SEZ and the relatively high 

unemployment rate in Gresik compared to other regencies in East Java. This 

research employs a quantitative approach using a quasi-experimental design 

through the Difference in Differences (DiD) method. Gresik Regency is designated 

as the treatment group, while Sidoarjo and Lamongan Regencies serve as the 

control groups. The study utilizes panel data from 2015–2025 obtained from 

Statistics Indonesia (BPS), with control variables including population, mean years 

of schooling (MYS), economic growth, and total of industries. The findings indicate 

that the implementation of the Gresik SEZ causally reduced the open unemployment 

rate by 0.705 percentage points relative to the control regions and the effect is 

statistically significant. However, the Gresik SEZ has not shown a significant effect 

on economic growth compared to the control regions. These findings suggest that 

the Gresik SEZ has been relatively effective in promoting labor absorption, 

although its contribution to regional economic growth has not yet been optimal. 

Keywords: Special Economic Zone, Difference in Differences, Unemployment Rate, 

Economic Growth 

mailto:22011010085@student.upnjatim.ac.id

