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ABSTRAK

REPRESENTASI DISRKIMINASI ETNIS PADA FILM
“PENGEPUNGAN DI BUKIT DURI”
(Analisis Semiotika Roland Barthes)

Aureno Putra Wicaksono
Program Studi llmu Komunikasi
Fakultas Ilmu Sosial, Budaya, dan Politik,
Universitas Pembangunan Nasional “Veteran”Jawa Timur
22043010176@student.upnjatim.ac.id

Film merupakan media komunikasi massa yang mampu menggambarkan kenyataan
sosial sekaligus berfungsi sebagai alat penyampai nilai-nilai tertentu. Penelitian ini
mengangkat topik mengenai representasi diskriminasi etnis dalam film
“Pengepungan di Bukit Duri” (2025) karya sutradara Joko Anwar. Film ini dipilih
karena secara tajam memotret fenomena ketegangan sosial, prasangka, dan eskalasi
kekerasan antarkelompok dalam lingkup institusi pendidikan yang terisolasi.
Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui bagaimana diskriminasi etnis
direpresentasikan melalui analisis makna denotasi, konotasi, dan mitos.Metode
penelitian yang digunakan adalah kualitatif dengan pendekatan analisis semiotika
model Roland Barthes. Metode ini diterapkan dengan membedah tanda-tanda visual
dan audio melalui dua tahap signifikasi, yakni denotasi untuk melihat fakta fisik
yang tampak dan konotasi untuk mengungkap makna ideologis di balik simbol
tersebut. Data dikumpulkan melalui observasi mendalam terhadap potongan adegan
(shots) dan dialog film serta studi pustaka terkait isu etnisitas.Hasil penelitian
menunjukkan dua bentuk utama diskriminasi. Pertama, diskriminasi verbal yang
ditunjukkan melalui label negatif seperti sebutan “Babi” dan “Geng Babi” untuk
mendehumanisasi etnis Tionghoa. Kedua, diskriminasi non-verbal yang
dimanifestasikan melalui tindakan kekerasan fisik brutal, pengucilan sosial di
sekolah, penyekapan di ruang terisolasi, hingga gestur intimidasi seperti tatapan
kebencian dan perusakan properti pribadi. Sebagai kesimpulan, film ini
merepresentasikan bahwa diskriminasi tidak hanya terjadi secara fisik, tetapi
diproduksi sistematis melalui bahasa dan simbol visual untuk mengonstruksi
minoritas sebagai "kambing hitam", yang pada akhirnya memperkuat kebencian
identitas dan menghancurkan nilai kemanusiaan.

Kata Kunci: Film, Diskriminasi Etnis, Semiotika Roland Barthes.
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ABSTRACT

REPRESENTATION OF ETHNIC DISCRIMINATION
IN THE FILM “PENGEPUNGAN DI BUKIT DURI”
(Roland Barthes’ Semiotic Analysis)

Aureno Putra Wicaksono
Communication Studies Program
Faculty of Social, Cultural, and Political Sciences
Universitas Pembangunan Nasional “Veteran” Jawa Timur
22043010176@student.upnjatim.ac.id

Film is a medium of mass communication that is capable of portraying social reality
while also functioning as a vehicle for conveying certain values. This study
examines the representation of ethnic discrimination in the film Pengepungan di
Bukit Duri directed by Joko Anwar. The film was selected because it sharply depicts
phenomena of social tension, prejudice, and the escalation of intergroup violence
within the context of an isolated educational institution. The purpose of this study
is to identify how ethnic discrimination is represented through the analysis of
denotative, connotative, and mythical meanings. The research method employed is
qualitative, using Roland Barthes’ semiotic analysis approach. This method is
applied by examining visual and audio signs through two stages of signification:
denotation, to identify observable physical facts, and connotation, to uncover the
ideological meanings behind those symbols. Data were collected through in-depth
observation of selected film scenes (shots) and dialogues, as well as literature
review related to issues of ethnicity. The findings reveal two main forms of
discrimination. First, verbal discrimination, which is shown through pejorative
labels such as “pig” and “pig gang” used to dehumanize the Chinese ethnic group.
Second, non-verbal discrimination, manifested through acts of brutal physical
violence, social exclusion within the school environment, confinement in isolated
spaces, as well as intimidating gestures such as hateful stares and the destruction
of personal property. In conclusion, the film represents that discrimination occurs
not only physically but is also systematically produced through language and visual
symbols to construct minorities as “scapegoats,” ultimately reinforcing identity-
based hatred and undermining human values.

Keywords: Film, Ethnic Discrimination, Roland Barthes Semiotics.
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