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ABSTRACT 
Local history often receives little attention from younger generations, even though it contains essential 

values of struggle and cultural identity that should be preserved. One of the prominent historical figures 

in Surabaya is Adipati Surabaya Raden Sawunggaling, known as a courageous, wise, and powerful 

leader who defended his land against both internal threats and colonial forces. Unfortunately, his heroic 

story has not been widely introduced to teenagers through approaches that align with their current 

interests. 

This study designs a web comic as a medium to introduce the historical local figure Raden Sawunggaling 

to teenagers aged 17–21 years. Web comics are chosen because of their interactive nature, accessibility 

through digital devices, and visual appeal that fosters emotional engagement with readers. By combining 

elements of historical narrative, fantasy, and drama, the comic is expected not only to entertain but also 

to instill values of struggle, wisdom, and cultural identity. 

The results indicate that web comics have the potential to be an effective medium for introducing local 

history to teenagers. Through the visualization of Raden Sawunggaling’s struggle, young readers can 

more easily understand the historical context while developing a sense of pride in local figures. This 

research emphasizes that utilizing creative digital media can be an innovative solution to preserve the 

existence of local history amid cultural globalization. 

Keywords : web comic, historical figure, teenagers, legend visualization 
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ABSTRAK 

Sejarah lokal seringkali kurang mendapat perhatian dari generasi muda, padahal di dalamnya 

terdapat nilai perjuangan dan identitas budaya yang penting untuk diwariskan. Salah satu tokoh 

yang memiliki peran besar dalam sejarah Surabaya adalah Adipati Surabaya Raden 

Sawunggaling, yang dikenal sebagai sosok pemberani, sakti, dan bijaksana dalam 

mempertahankan tanah kelahirannya dari ancaman internal maupun kolonial. Sayangnya, kisah 

heroik beliau belum banyak diperkenalkan kepada remaja dengan pendekatan yang sesuai 

dengan minat generasi saat ini. 

Penelitian ini merancang media web komik sebagai sarana pengenalan tokoh lokal bersejarah 

Raden Sawunggaling kepada remaja usia 17–21 tahun. Web komik dipilih karena sifatnya yang 

interaktif, mudah diakses melalui gawai, serta memiliki daya tarik visual yang mampu 

membangun kedekatan emosional dengan pembaca. Dengan memadukan elemen narasi 

sejarah, fantasi, dan drama, komik ini diharapkan tidak hanya menyajikan hiburan, tetapi juga 

menanamkan nilai perjuangan, kebijaksanaan, dan identitas budaya lokal. 

Hasil perancangan menunjukkan bahwa web komik berpotensi menjadi media efektif dalam 

memperkenalkan sejarah lokal kepada remaja. Melalui visualisasi cerita perjuangan Raden 

Sawunggaling, remaja dapat lebih mudah memahami konteks sejarah sekaligus menumbuhkan 

rasa bangga terhadap tokoh lokal. Penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa pemanfaatan media kreatif 

berbasis digital dapat menjadi solusi inovatif dalam menjaga eksistensi sejarah lokal di tengah 

arus globalisasi budaya. 

Kata Kunci : web komik, tokoh bersejarah lokal, remaja, visualisasi legenda 
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meaningful direction, motivation, and guidance. 
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In the end, the author is fully aware that this report is far from perfect. However, the author 

hopes that this work can make a real contribution as a reference, inspiration, and educational 

means regarding the importance of preserving local history through digital-based creative 
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media. Hopefully this report can be a small foothold for the birth of other larger works in 

introducing the nation's cultural identity in the midst of the rapid flow of globalization 

 

Surabaya, 2025 

Writer 
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