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ABSTRACT 
 

The Islamic Republic of Iran conducted counterterrorism efforts 
against the terrorist organization Islamic State of Iraq and Syria–
Khorasan (ISIS-K) from 2020 to 2024. As an affiliate of ISIS, ISIS-K 
has emerged as a non-state actor posing a serious threat to both national 
and regional stability, particularly through a series of terrorist attacks 
across Central and Middle Asia. This study aims to examine how Iran 
has implemented both soft power and hard power strategies in response 
to the threat posed by ISIS-K. Employing a qualitative-descriptive 
method and a case study approach, the research draws upon secondary 
data sources such as government reports, academic articles, and 
credible news outlets. The findings reveal that Iran adopts a dual-track 
approach: hard power through military defence, targeted killings of 
terrorist leaders, and the detention of terrorist actors; and soft power 
through ideological delegitimisation of ISIS-K, community 
conciliation, diplomatic alliances, and counter-narrative campaigns. 
The study concludes that Iran’s combined strategy demonstrates a level 
of effectiveness in limiting ISIS-K’s operational space in the region, 
although security challenges persist. 

Keywords: Iran, ISIS-K, Counterterrorism, Soft Power, Hard Power, 
Terrorism, Regional Security 
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ABSTRAK 

Republik Islam Iran melakukan aksi counterterrorism terhadap 
organisasi terorisme Islamic State of Iraq and Syria–Khorasan (ISIS-K) 
pada kurun waktu 2020 hingga 2024. ISIS-K, sebagai afiliasi dari ISIS, 
telah menjadi aktor non-negara yang menebar ancaman nyata terhadap 
stabilitas nasional dan regional, terutama melalui serangkaian serangan 
teror di wilayah Asia Tengah dan Timur Tengah. Penelitian ini 
bertujuan untuk mengkaji bagaimana strategi soft power dan hard 
power diterapkan Iran dalam menghadapi ancaman dari ISIS-K, 
Dengan menggunakan metode kualitatif-deskriptif dan pendekatan 
studi kasus, data dikumpulkan dari dokumen sekunder seperti laporan 
pemerintah, artikel ilmiah, serta berita media terpercaya. Temuan 
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Iran menggabungkan dua pendekatan 
utama: hard power berupa pertahanan militer, eksekusi pimpinan 
terorisme, dan penahanan teroris; serta soft power melalui delegitimasi 
ideologi ISIS-K, konsiliasi masyarakat, aliansi diplomatik, dan 
kampanye kontra-naratif. Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa strategi 
dual-track yang digunakan Iran menunjukkan efektivitas tertentu 
dalam membatasi ruang gerak ISIS-K di kawasan, meskipun tantangan 
keamanan tetap berlanjut. 

Kata Kunci: Iran, ISIS-K, Counterterrorism, Soft Power, Hard Power, 
Terorisme, Keamanan Regional 

  


